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tale, she led the sultan to delay her execution
day after day, until he had fallen in love
with her and decided to let her live. The
tales have been translated into almost all
languages and have attained a wider circula-
tion than any other book except the Bible.
ARABIAN" SEA, the part of the Indian
Ocean between Arabia, India and Beloochis-
tan. The Red Sea and the shallow Persian
Gulf are properly arms of the Arabian Sea.
Its former commercial importance has been
somewhat restored since the opening of the
Suez Canal in 1869.
ARABIC NUMERALS. See akithme-
tic.
ARABI PASHA, a rattle pa shah' (1841-
1911), an Egyptian soldier and revolutionary
leader. In September, 1881, he headed a
military revolt, and was for a time virtually
dictator of Egypt. England interfered, and
after a short campaign, Arabi surrendered
and was banished to Ceylon. In 1901 he was
allowed to return to Egypt.
AR'ABS, the race of people inhabiting
Arabia. They are slender, but are power-
fully built, are brownish in color and have
clear-cut features. The average Arab is
active, intelligent and particularly courteous
to white people, but he will at once turn and
rob them if opportunity offers. His code of
morals endorses this. Over half of the people
are nomadic, that is, they are in wandering
tribes, driving their flocks and herds wherever
sustenance can be found. They are not a
commercial people; Arabia's commerce is
largely in the hands of Europeans.
The first religion of the Arabs, the worship
of the stars, was supplanted by the doctrines
of Mohammedanism, which succeeded rapidly
in establishing itself throughout Arabia. Be-
sides the two principal sects of Islam, the
Sunnites and the Shiites, there also exists, in
considerable numbers, a third Mohammedan
sect, the Wahabis, which arose in the latter
half of the eighteenth century and for a time
possessed great political importance in the
peninsula.
The Arabic language is one of the two
living dialects of Semitic speech, and it is
distinguished among Semitic tongues for its
richness, softness and Hgh degree of develop-
ment* By the spread of Islam it became the
sole written language and the prevailing
speech in all sou&western Asia and eastern
and northern Africa, and for a time in south-
ern Spain, in Malta and in Sicily; and it is
 still used as a learned and sacred language
wherever Islam is spread.
Mohammed gave a new direction to Arab
literature. The rules of faith and life which
he laid down were collected by Abu-bekr, the
first caliph after his death, and published by
Othman, the third caliph as the Koran—the
Mohammedan Bible. Most of the geography
in the Middle Ages is the work of the Ara-
bians, and their historians since the eighth
century have been very numerous. In medi-
cine they excelled all other nations in the Mid-
dle Ages, and they are commonly regarded
as the earliest experimenters in chemistry.
Their mathematics and astronomy were based
on the works of Greek writers, but the former
they enriched, simplified and extended. It
was by them that algebra was introduced to
the western peoples. Astronomy they es-
pecially cultivated, and observatories were
erected at Bagdad and Cordova. Tales and
romances in prose and verse were written.
Tales of fairies, genii, enchanters and sor-
cerers in particular, passed from the Ara-
bians to the western nations, as in The Ara-
bian Nights. See koran.
ARACH1O3, arak'ne, in classic mythol-
ogy a girl who was changed into a spider
by Minerva because she presumed to com-
pete with the goddess in weaving. Her story
is given in full in the article mythology.
ARACHNID A, a rak'ni dali, a class of air-
breathing animals which includes the spiders,
scorpions, mites and ticks. A few live on
plants, but most of them are carnivorous.
As a whole, they are beneficial to agriculture,
as they prey on insects; but some parasitic
forms are destructive to both plants and an-
imals. Many have glands which secrete poi-
sons, and the spiders Lave attached to their
abdomens spinnerets, from which are se-
creted the threads of which webs are formed.
Arachnida are a subdivision of the subking-
dom Arthropoda (which see).
ARAFAT, cihrabfahf, or JEBEL £R-
RAHM (mountain of mercy), a granite hill'
in Arabia, fifteen miles southeast of Mecca.
It is about 200 feet high, and has stone steps
reaching to the summit. It is one of the
principal objects of pilgrimage among Mo-
hammedans, who say that it was the place
where Adam first received his wife, Eve,
after they had been expelled from Paradise
and separated from each other 120 years. A
sermon delivered on the mount constitutes
the main ceremony of the Hadj, or pilgrim-

